Summer Reading for Incoming 7™ Grade Honors Students
Summer 2008
Read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Then read one book from each of the following lists
below (A and B). Answer the questions at the bottom of this assignment for each of your three
books. Bring the answers to class on the first day of school typed and ready to discuss.

REQUIRED:

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Fahrenheit 451 is the temperature at which book paper burns. Fahrenheit 451 is a novel set in the
(perhaps near) future when "firemen" burn books forbidden by a totalitarian "brave new world"
regime. The hero, according to Mr. Bradbury, is "a book burner who suddenly discovers that
books are flesh-and-blood ideas and cry out silently when put to the torch." Today, when
libraries and schools in this country and all over the world are still "burning" certain books,
Fahrenheit 451 remains a brilliantly readable and suspenseful work of even greater impact and
timeliness. (Summary from Barnesandnoble.com)

LIST A:

1. Multicultural Literature

Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya

Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima enters his life. She is a curandera, one who heals
with herbs and magic. Ultima comes to live with Antonio's family in New Mexico. Soon Tony
will journey to the threshold of manhood. She graces him with the courage to face childhood
bigotry, diabolical possession, the moral collapse of his brother, and too many violent deaths.
Under her wise guidance, Tony will probe the family ties that bind him, and he will find in
himself the magical secrets of the pagan past—a mythic legacy equally as palpable as the
Catholicism of Latin America in which he has been schooled. At each turn in his life there is
Ultima who will nurture the birth of his soul. (Summary from Barnesandnobel.com)

2. Biography/Non Fiction
Woodsong by Gary Paulsen
Gary Paulsen, three-time Newbery Honor author, is no stranger to adventure. He has flown off
the back of a dogsled and down a frozen waterfall to near disaster, and waited for a giant bear to
seal his fate with one slap of a claw. Here, in vivid detail, Paulsen recounts several of the
remarkable experiences that shaped his life and inspired his award-winning writing. (Summary
from Simonsays.com)

3. Historical Fiction
A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer

A Girl Named Disaster is the humorous and heart wrenching story of young girl who discovers
her own courage and strength when she makes the dangerous journey from Mozambique to
Zimbabwe. Nhamo is a Shona girl living in a traditional village in Mozambique in 1981. When
her family tries to force her into a marriage with a cruel man, she flees. What was supposed to
have been a short boat trip across the border into Zimbabwe, where she hoped to find her father,
turns into an adventure filled with challenges and danger that lasts a year. (Summary from
Barnesandnoble.com)



LIST B:

1. White Lilacs by Carolyn Meyer
In 1921 in Dillon, Texas, twelve-year-old Rose Lee sees trouble threatening her black
community when the whites decide to take the land there for a park and forcibly relocate black
families to an ugly stretch of territory outside the town. Based on actual events in the history of
Denton, Texas. (Summary from Barnesandnoble.com)

2. Piper’s Ferry by G. Clifton Wisler
A fourteen-year-old ferry worker joins the army to fight for Texas's independence. (Summary
from Barnesandnoble.com)

3. The Boy in the Alamo by Margaret Cousins
This book was about a twelve year old boy named Billy Campbell who wanted to join the army
and help defend the Alamo from General Santa Anna's Mexican army. (Summary from
Barnesandnoble.com)

QUESTIONS:
1. Title of the book

2. Author of the book
3. Date the book was written
4. Approximate date in which the story took place

5. How does this story relate to your life? Have you experienced anything similar to what
the characters in the novel experienced? Do you know anyone who has? What does this
story mean to you? (You don’t have to answer all of these questions in #5; they’re just
here to help you think. Please write at 5-10 sentences.)

6. How is the main character’s life different from yours? How is the culture in the story
different from our culture? What are some things that happened in the story that do not
happen in your town/family/country? For example, one story talks about the grandmother
who heals people with “magic” and herbs. In our culture, we go to doctors and pray to
God for healing. (You don’t have to answer all of these questions in #6; they’re just here
to help you think. Please write 5-10 sentences.)

I look forward to meeting you and helping you grow as a person and a learner! If you have any
questions, feel free to email me at Kristen.Dory(@princeofpeace.org. I will be out of the country
from July 31 to August 12, so keep that in mind when you’re deciding when to do the
assignment.

Blessings,
Ms. Dory



